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Changing lives through Jesus Christ



Dear Friends of Special Kids,

Your support has made the difference for 673 children 
in our community in 2016. Your investment has helped 
Special Kids to serve over 100 more children than the year 
before. This includes children who can now write, who can 
speak, who can walk. These are children whose lives have 
been forever changed because you gave. Truly, thank you.

Enclosed you will find our 2016 annual report highlighting 
the blessings the LORD has provided over the past year. 
The report shows how we used your investment to care for 
His children and grow His ministry. Thank you for being a 
part of the Special Kids story and joining us for this 2016 
chapter.

Blessings,

 
Emily S. Pegg
2016 Chairperson of the Board
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Wait for the LORD; 
be strong and take heart

and wait for the LORD. 
-Psalm 27:14
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than ever before which has led us 
to implement creative scheduling, 
such as “late days”, and using the 
current resources we have available 
to always meet the children and 
families’ needs. I want to thank all 
our staff for their flexibility and 
always having the desire to serve. 
The patient-care team has done a 
fantastic job decreasing our deficits

When I think about Special 
Kids throughout 2016, 

“reformation” comes to mind and 
in particular Jeremiah 18: 1-4. In 
these verses it is clear that Jeremiah, 
through observation, learned that 
we are clay in the Great Potter’s 
hands. The LORD has the right and 
desire to make and form us to what 
he wants us to be as individuals 
and together here at Special Kids.

  2016 brought a lot of growth to 
Special Kids: 673 children were 
served and the total Special Kids 
team has risen to 94 servants. 
We have seen how the LORD 
has abundantly provided and 
fulfilled specific past visions. The 
space in our new therapy center 
has been exactly what we needed, 
but we are serving more children

Chris 
Truelove
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and updating our attendance 
policy in order to help our children 
see the most progress. Other past 
visions we saw come to fruition in 
2016 included partnering with the 
city and county school systems, 
commencing the Special Kids 
endowment fund, and our first ever 
concert featuring Matthew West. 
It is inspiring to look back and see 
how the LORD has shaped our 
vessel here at Special Kids.

  Special Kids is unique for one 
reason - Jesus Christ. We see this 
proof in the fruit that we bear 
while serving Him by caring for 
His children. As we move into 
2017, we are striving to better 
serve and bridge the gap in other 
communities and to ensure that we 
are effectively meeting the needs 
locally. 

Blessings,

Chris Truelove
Special Kids Executive Director

To conclude, I want to leave you 
with 2 Corinthians 4:7 which 
reminds us that everyone we serve 
and come into contact with has a 
special treasure inside their vessel; 
let us never forget that we are 
continually being shaped by the 
Great Potter as we move forward.

But we have this treasure in jars of clay 
to show that this all-surpassing power is 

from God and not from us.  

-2 Corinthians 4:7
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OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY
Occupational Therapy is now co-treating 
patients with Speech Therapy, allowing us 
to better meet patient needs. Occupational 
Therapy also developed two groups  that 
work on handwriting skills. 

PHYSICAL THERAPY
Physical Therapy partnered with United 
Steel Workers to provide 27 pairs of shoes 
for children whose braces wear through their 
shoes quickly. Approximately 23 children took 
their first independent steps in 2016! 

SERVICES
Whatever you do, do everything for  
God’s glory.  - 1 Corinthians 10:31 
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SPEECH THERAPY
Speech Therapy added five new speech 
therapists including a bilingual therapist who 
serves both Spanish and English speaking 
children. Speech also saw five social language 
groups emerge.

FEEDING THERAPY
Feeding Therapy began treating children 
in social groups, and 9 therapists received 
additional training to conduct feeding 
therapy sessions. Feeding also grew a 
vegetable tower garden, teaching children 
where their food comes from.

Whatever you do, do everything for  
God’s glory.  - 1 Corinthians 10:31 
 

THERAPY CENTER
The Therapy Center increased therapy sessions 
by 43% over 2015 and added extended hours 
on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays, 
staying open later to serve more school-age 
children.  
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NURSING
12 new children began receiving Nursing 
services. Older nursing patients were taught 
life-skills such as hand-washing, self-feeding, 
basic hygiene, cooking, and kitchen safety.

RECREATIONAL THERAPY & 
TEAMM 
TEAMM (Special Kids peer modeling program) 
enrolled 7 new peer models. Together with the 
nursing children, the peer models went on 3 
field trips. Recreational therapy launched the 
“Play with a Purpose” program to teach nursing 
patients the fundamental skills of various sports.

And whatever you do, whether in word or 
deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God the Father through him.  

-Colossians 3:17
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CAMP
Camp Ability held its largest camp ever with 
88 campers and for the first time added 6 peer 
models called Ability Buddies. Camp also 
celebrated its 10-year anniversary in 2016.

STAFF
In 2016, we added 26 new positions, 
totaling 94 team members. 

FAMILY RESOURCES
Family Resources saw a 54% increase in 
referrals for services. The Family Resources 
team helped 15 families receive Thanksgiving 
meals, filled 40 backpacks with school 
supplies, and provided Christmas for 382 
individuals through Cornelius Christmas.
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19,978
Total Therapy 

Sessions

343
New Patients

673
Total

Patients

40
Nursing Patients

29
Peer Models
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7,342
Volunteer Hours

94
Staff

$1,038,144
Fundraised

1,494
Investors

For where two or three gather, 
in my name, there I am with them.   

-Matthew 18:20
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Bentley  isn’t  shy  to  show  
his  therapists what he wants! 
Bentley’s strong-will and pure 

determination is a primary reason he 
has made such significant progress 
this past year. 

Bentley’s mother, Karlena, shares 
“Once Bentley sets his mind on 
something, he’s going for it. Before 
starting at Special Kids, this was 
a tough trait to handle, but now 
that he’s learned how to better 
communicate, this trait has served 
him well in his therapy…he’s going 
to ‘go for it’ no matter what!”

Bentley’s journey to Special Kids 
began before he was even born. 
Karlena had a friend with a child with 
autism, and after she had Bentley, she 
noticed similar symptoms. “I took 
him to his pediatrician who then  

referred us to a specialist. Bentley was 
diagnosed with autism when he was 
two-years old, and we were referred 
to Special Kids,” says Karlena.

Bentley started at Special Kids in 
December 2015 when he was two 
years old and had no communication 
skills; he had excessive crying, 
throwing, and even hitting fits. His 
parents’ main concerns were in regard 
to Bentley not being able to sit for 
meals with the family or being able 
to participate in the community due 
to sensitivities to noise and crowds. 
“While I knew he was very smart, 
he didn’t know how to tell me what 
he wanted, or needed, which left 
him extremely frustrated, upset, 
and, I’m sure, confused. I also felt 
very overwhelmed in how to care for 
him, along with his four siblings,” 
said Karlena.  Bailey Reilly-Montes, 
Bentley’s occupational therapist, 
shares, “When he first arrived at Special 
Kids he was unable to transition from 
the car to the facility and required his 
mother and therapist to carry him to 
the therapy room.   He would hold 
onto the door frames even and cry 
for a majority of treatment sessions.” 

“He’s not the same 
kid he was a year ago.” 
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Bentley is now seen once a week 
for a co-treatment session between 
speech and occupational therapies. 
Today, Bentley is able to go grocery 
shopping and out to dinner with 
his family. He participates in family 
gatherings and has demonstrated 
great progress in his therapies. Now 
when Bentley arrives at Special Kids, 
he is able to transition from the 
lobby to the treatment space and 
even gave his therapists a hug for 
the first time recently! His speech 
therapist, Christian Vaughan, adds 
“He’s following directions now such 
as, ‘pick one’, ‘clean up’, and ‘put 
away’”. Vaughan has been using a 
picture system with Bentley to help 
him communicate. “His meltdowns 
have decreased significantly, and he is 
comfortable here,” says Vaughan. 

Karlena shares, “It makes me feel 
so good to see Bentley go back to 
his therapy sessions now and wave 
goodbye to me as I wait on him. 
Special Kids and our therapists mean 

everything to us and to Bentley. I don’t 
know where or how Bentley would 
be today without them. Bentley has 
made so much progress that he has 
started pre-school and is even riding 
the bus to and from school! He’s 
not the same kid he was a year ago. 
Bentley trusts his therapists and feels 
safe here. It’s our second home. They 
have changed our lives for the better.”

“He’s not the same 
kid he was a year ago.” 
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$1,863,148
$1,038,144

$303,710
$220,772 
$55,614
$24,217

2016 REVENUE*

TOTAL

2016 EXPENSE

TOTAL

2016 NET REVENUE

$3,505,605

$ 2,963,087
$448,730
$210,272

$3,622,089

Program
Administration
In-kind Expenses

$(116,484)

Insurance Reimbursements
Fundraising
Patient Fees
In-kind Donations
Consulting & Interest Income
Family Support

FINANCIALS

And my God will meet all your needs 
according to his glorious riches 

in Jesus Christ. 
- Philippians 4:19 
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53+13+9+9+7+6+2+1+zOPERATING
REVENUE Insurance     

Reimbursements

53%

Events** 13%

Foundations/
Corporations 9%

9%Patient Fees

Individuals 7%

In-Kind Donations 6%

Consulting Fees2% Family Support1%

76+6+6+5+3+2+2+zOPERATING
EXPENSES

Staff Payroll & Benefits
76%

General Operating 5%

Buildings, Grounds 
& Utiilities 6%

6%In-kind Expenses

Fundraising 3%

Consulting & Insurance Services 2% Depreciation & Amortization2%

*All numbers are preliminary and unaudited. See our complete report on guidestar.org.
**Events include gifts from individuals and corporations.
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Thank you for your support!

Through love serve one another. 
- Galatians 5:13 

 

For the past 10 years, HCA has supported Special Kids through 
grant funding, capital support, event sponsorship, and their 
employee-giving program. The company has given over $159,000 
through their foundation and an additional $30,000 from 
employee giving. HCA’s employees have also given back through 
volunteering on special projects, event committees, and our 
annual Cornelius Christmas program.
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The Alpha Omicron Pi (AOII) Rho 
Omicron chapter at MTSU sponsored a 
singing competition to raise over $10,000 
through impact Special Kids. The sorority 
has partnered with Special Kids for 
several years through fundraising and 
volunteering. 

Special Kids received a 2016 Nashville 
Predators Foundation Grant of over 
$1,400 to launch the “Play with a Purpose” 
program. The new Recreational Therapy 
program enhances the care of nursing 
patients through learning the fundamental 
skills of a wide range of sports including 
soccer, basketball, baseball, and gymnastics.

And what does the Lord require of 
you? To act justly and to love mercy 
and to walk humbly with your God.

- Micah 6:8
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$75,000 +
Special Kids Board of Directors & 
   Staff 

$25,000-74,999
The Healing Trust
Nissan North America
North Boulevard Church of Christ
HCA Foundation & Employees
Murfreesboro Medical Clinic &  
   Employees
Harper Collins Christian Publishing
Eddie Davis

$10,000-24,999
Charity Circle of Murfreesboro
Christy Houston Foundation
United Way of Metro Davidson/
   Nashville
Adams Family Foundation II
General Mills Foundation & 
   Employees
Saint Thomas Rutherford
Experience Christian Community 
   Church
DWP Live
John D. Floyd Charitable 
   Foundation, Inc.
In Memory of Kent Coleman
Beth & Michael Ussery

Alpha Omicron Pi
City of Murfreesboro, TN
Demos’ Restaurant & Peter D’s
Don & Melanie Alexander
Richard Siegel Foundation
Robert & Anne Francis
2 Anonymous Investors

$5,000-9,999
Newk’s Eatery
TNT Battery
ODL
Adams Family Foundation
Middle Tennessee State University 
   Employees
New Vision Baptist Church
Dunk & Vickie Eastham
Charles & Tricia Apigian
MaxShred
Backer EHP
United Way of Rutherford & 
   Cannon Counties
Grange Insurance Companies
Hubert & Dene McCullough
The Kharis Foundation
Pinnacle Financial Partners
Stewart’s Special Events
Tri-Star Title & Escrow
Walker & Dunlop
Wayne & Diane Westmoreland
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3 Anonymous Investors

$2,500-4,999 
Jim N Nick’s Bar-B-Q
Smoothie King
The Community Foundation of 
   Middle Tennessee
Tennessee Disability Coalition
Rich Products Corporation
Wegmann Automotive
Dr. Jerry & Julie Collins
National Health Foundation
Royce Olen Johnson
Peter & Kimberly Robertson
Milton Church of Christ
Morning Side Foundation
The Servants Heart Foundation
Stanlick Chiropractic
Slick Pig BBQ
Bill Taylor’s Bushido School of 
   Karate
Cooke Realty Partners/Greg &    
   Kendra Cooke
Blake Finney - Shelter Insurance
Nashville Predators Foundation
Hooper Fence Company, Inc.
Frank & Lorene Hill
Rutherford County, TN
Wax Family Printing
Creative Concrete Solutions

Deana & David Williams
Heritage South Credit Union
SEC, Inc.
Farrer Bros. Hardware & Rental
AJ Goodwin
AAA Coatings, Inc.
Adams Place Healthcare
Ascend Federal Credit Union
Calsonic Kansei North America
Fleet Feet Sports
Legacy Family Dental, PC
Little Guys Movers Inc.
Middle Tennessee Electric  Sharing 
   Change Program
Stones River National Battlefield
Streamline Event Agency
Tam Clark DJ & Music Services
Way-FM
2 Anonymous Investors

Every good and perfect 
gift comes from above.  

- James 1:17 
 



“What no eye has seen,
    what no ear has heard,
and what no human 

mind has conceived”—
    the things God has 

prepared for those 
who love him.

1 Corinthians 2:9

specialkidstn.com


