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In 2018, Special Kids celebrated 20 years of service! Our Celebration was an exciting way for us to honor all the Lord has done in our past, while 
looking forward to our future with great anticipation. It was a very special time to remember, share, and thank Jesus for all He has done and for 
His provision for 20 years of service. We were honored to have children return who shared the joy of their healing and God’s provision for them 
during their years at Special Kids.

While we were grateful to celebrate 20 years of service to the community in 2018, we were also faced with many challenges. Our three priority 
activities in 2018 were to reshape our culture, train our team members, and eliminate waste. In partnership with His Way at Work, a ministry to 
help leaders affect spiritual and cultural change, we started the second quarter by completing and evaluating a staff survey.  As a result of the survey, 
we established organizational changes based on our areas of opportunity.  As we worked through this process, we saw God working to strengthen 
our leadership and to empower our team members to lead more effectively and to improve our work processes.   

We have also seen the hand of Jesus bring on many new team members as we prepared to maximize our services and our resources in 2019. The 
nursing and recreational therapy teams are at capacity in the nursing center. The therapy team is diligently working to fill the therapy center. The 
support teams were stretched in 2018 and have proven resilient to meet the challenges they faced. 

As we embark on 2019, Jesus Christ, our Board of Directors, and staff leadership team will lead us and position Special Kids to be more effective 
in “serving Jesus Christ by caring for His children.” As Philippians 1:6 reveals, “. . . being confident of this, that He who began a good work in you 
will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”

In closing, I’d like to share one of my favorite inspirational Special Kids stories about Abby.  Abby came to Special Kids in 2005 after suffering a 
stroke and has had to overcome many obstacles in her young life including learning to re-walk, talk, and eat. Throughout her healing process, she 
and her family have remained strong and courageous.  Abby’s mother so eloquently shared, “Special Kids is a beautiful expression of God’s grace at 
work among us.” To read Abby’s full story, please visit specialkidstn.com/abby.

I am personally grateful for you and your involvement in helping Special Kids grow and experience 20 years of service to our community and to 
the Kingdom of God. 
 
Blessings,
Chris Truelove 
Special Kids Executive Director
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Stephanie Folkmann, Director of Development 
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We reach out to the community through 
therapy and nursing services but the heart of 
our ministry is steeped in serving our families. 

Through the vision of our founders and our 
core mission, Special Kids seeks to glorify Jesus 
Christ by meeting the needs of everyone we 
touch, one child, one family, one community at 
a time. That’s what makes Special Kids unique. 
Through Christ, we love the whole family, 
and through Christ, we seek true healing, 
restoration, and change.

For additional information on our services, 
please visit specialkidstn.com/what-we-do.

OUR SERVICES

MEET HOLLAND
Holland comes across as shy when you first meet her.  Within minutes, her 
smile lights up the room, and she’s ready to show off all she knows and can do. 
Don’t let her petite-frame fool you. Holland is, and has always been, a fighter. 

Born at 25-weeks, Holland was premature and weighed only 1-pound, 
6-ounces. She spent her first 89 days of life in the NICU at the hospital. 
Holland was diagnosed with “failure to thrive” when she was one after having 
feeding difficulties, which eventually led to receiving a Gastrostomy feeding 
tube (G-tube) in order to receive nutrition. At two years old, she was also 
diagnosed with cerebral palsy. 

Holland started at Special Kids in the fall of 2016 and now receives physical, 
occupational, speech, and feeding therapies. She is also part of the Special Kids 
nursing program. Since starting at Special Kids, she has blossomed. Holland’s 
parents share, “In one word on the progress Holland has made, ‘Wow!’. We 
give thanks to everyone who is helping us along our journey! We wish there 
was a Special Kids in every community. We are so blessed that we have this 
help and level of care right here in Murfreesboro. We know Holland is getting 
the complete care she needs.” 

Read Holland’s full story at specialkids.com/holland.

CAMP ABILITY
This summer marked the twelfth year for Camp Ability. We hosted 
75+ campers, 29 counselors, two nurses, and we had 142 volunteers 
who clocked in over 2,600 hours! The campers and counselors stayed 
busy focusing on their theme, “Miracles of Jesus,” and Mark 9:23, 
“Everything is possible for one who believes.”

One mother shared about her family’s experience, “My family has 
been blessed because of Camp Ability. It has helped my child to feel 
good about herself and she has learned valuable skills. It gave me as 
a mother time to myself and allowed some stress-free time. It is such 
a safe environment that I never worried that she was getting the best 
care possible.”

Many exciting things happened in the nursing center in 2018 including 
our first Easter play, which provided a chance for our kids of all ability 
levels to share the gospel. We put a big focus on prayer and trusting 
God in His provision and faithfulness. Team members were intentional 
with speaking out God’s truth over the children, encouraging parents, 
grandparents, and guardians, and teaching the kids how to pray. The 
testimonies from this shift in focus are beautiful! We began praying for 
health and growth for one particular child who did not make eye contact 
or communicate and had been hospitalized for infection. 

After a month of praying, he began making eye contact, playing with 
team members, saying “Hi” and was infection free! We also prayed 
against the flu and had no reported cases in the kids or staff!

NURSING HIGHLIGHTS

“We have different gifts, according to the grace 
given to each of us...” 

- ROMANS 12:6

OUR MISSION:
To serve Jesus Christ by caring for His children.



2018 AT A GLANCE

Special Kids Race
Held March 17 at Murfreesboro Medical 
Clinic (MMC) in Murfreesboro, the 7th 
annual Race raised $213,679. Over 2,850 
runners and walkers were registered.

Golf Classic 20 Year Celebration

Special Kids Banquet Hope Drive Cornelius Christmas

$213K RAISED $57K RAISED 2 EVENTS. 1 DAY

$131K RAISED $254K RAISED 115 FAMILES

TOTAL PATIENTS
819

TOTAL FUNDRAISED
$ 1 , 3 7 3 , 7 7 8

THERAPY SESSIONS
19,839

NURSING PATIENTS
40

VOLUNTEER HOURS
11,703

NEW PATIENTS
380

PEER MODELS
6

Held May 3 and 4 at Indian Hills Golf 
Course in Murfreesboro, the 19th annual 
Golf Classic raised $57,779. Hosted 51 teams 
with over 200 players that participated.

Held August 18, hosted over 800 guests 
at the festival at Northside Baptist Church 
and 350 at the concert at MTSU’s Tucker 
Theatre. The events raised $61,343.

Held September 27 at Middle Tennessee 
Christian School in Murfreesboro, the 
Banquet raised over $131,449. Three 
hundred and ninety-two supporters 
participated.

This year-end fundraiser raised $254,925, 
far surpassing the initial goal of $200,000.

Held at Trinity Presbyterian Church, our family 
resources team lead the charge to bless 115 families 
through 126 sponsors to help 500 individuals 
receive gifts for Christmas.  

IN ENDOWMENT FUND
$807,755



2018 EXPENSES

TOTAL EXPENSES

 $2,330,602
$623,440 
$401,058
$121,704

 $3,476,804

Program
Fundraising  
Administration 
In-kind Expenses

$1,686,247
$1,373,778 
 $278,440 
$238,816
 $136,870
 $26,981
$16,165

2018 REVENUE*

TOTAL REVENUE $3,757,297

Insurance Reimbursements
Fundraising
Endowment Fund
Patient Fees
In-kind Donations
Consulting, Interest, Other Income
Family Support

General Funding*** 16%
45+16+13+8+4+6+7+1+zOPERATING

REVENUE
4%In-Kind Donations

Events** 13%

Endowment Fund 7%

Other Income 1%

Insurance Reimbursements45%

6%Patient Fees

74+6+2+4+6+8+zOPERATING
EXPENSES

In-Kind Expenses 3%

Buildings, Grounds, & Utilities 6%

2%Depreciation & Amortization

Fundraising 6%

General Operating Expenses 8%

Payroll & Benefits**** 75%

Special Kids was founded on the pillar 
that no child would ever be turned away 
because a family could not afford services.  

*All numbers are preliminary and 
unaudited. See our complete report on 
guidestar.org.

**Events include gifts from individuals 
and corporations.

***Includes Individuals, Businesses, 
Local Missions, Civic Groups, and 
Community Giving Campaigns.
 
****We rely on our staff to be the
hands and feet of this ministry and they 
are the means through which we provide 
our services.

FINANCIALS

2018 NET REVENUE                  $280,493 



Dan & Kylie Ebbutt 
David Prince
Dr. Peter & Kimberly Robertson
Dr. Wayne & Diane Westmoreland
General Mills Foundation Hometown  
   Grantmaking
Hawkins Asphalt Paving, LLC
Hooper Fence Company, Inc.
Hubert L. McCullough
John & Mary Brannan Davis
Kharis Foundation
KLove Radio
Leonard & Sam Wall
MaxShred
Middle Tennessee Electric Membership  
   Corporation
Mr. & Mrs. T. Hensley
National Health Foundation
Newk’s
Paul Fraser
Pinnacle Financial Partners
Redstone Federal Credit Union

Reuel Young
Rhonda Carr
Robert & Anne Francis
Roger Case
Shelter Mutual Insurance Company
Sims Recycling Solutions & Employees
Smoothie King
Stanlick Chiropractic
Tennessee Disability Coalition
The Benevity Community Impact Fund
The Crossings at Victory Station
Wade & Keitha Hays

Thank you to all of our 2018 supporters. To 
view a full list of our 2018 top partners, visit: 
specialkidstn.com/partner-list.

2018 SUPPORTERS

“You should each give, then, as you have decided, 
not with regret or out of a sense of duty; for God 

loves the one who gives gladly.”
- 2 CORINTHIANS 9:7

$100,000 +
John D. Floyd Charitable Foundation
Special Kids Board of Directors & Employees

$75,000 - 99,999 
Christy Houston Foundation

$25,000 - 74,999
2 Anonymous Investors 
Adams Family Foundation II
Haynes Bros. Lumber Co.
Healing Trust
Mack Barrett 
Murfreesboro Medical Clinic & Employees 
Nissan North America, Inc. & Employees 

$10,000 - 24,999
Adams Family Foundation
Backer EHP
Charity Circle of Murfreesboro
Christopher Meagher

City of Murfreesboro, TN
Demos’ Brands
Don & Melanie Alexander
Douglas & Emily Brown
Eddie Davis
Experience Christian Community
HCA Foundation
Hillsdale Fund, Inc.
Kohl’s Cares
Richard Siegel Foundation
Saint Thomas Rutherford Hospital
United Way of Metro Davidson/Nashville
United Way of Rutherford & Cannon Counties
Walker & Dunlop, LLC

$5,000 - 9,999
A Step Ahead O & P
7 Anonymous Investors
Ben Blake
Courtney & Charlie Yates
CVS Corporation
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