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Equip Peer modeling program 

What is Equip? 

This program seeks to equip children, regardless of disability, with the skills and confidence they 
need to become like Jesus and share His love with the world. The purpose of this program is to 
aid in the development and spiritual growth of medically fragile children in our nursing program. 
PPSN children, who are developmentally and cognitively appropriate for a typical classroom 
setting, are placed in an age appropriate classroom along with peer models. This model creates 
an inclusive environment that evokes service, kindness, independence, and encouragement as 
children are given the opportunity to learn how to love one another without prejudice or 
judgment.  For PPSN children, there is no enrollment process and they will continue to receive 
their daily nursing care while in this program. However, peer models must go through an 
application and screening process to determine if Equip is an appropriate program for the child. 

Who is eligible to apply? 

Any child who is 3 or 4 years old qualifies to apply. We give preference (in order) to children 
of employee’s, siblings of PPSN children, and Special Kids Therapy children or siblings. 
Special Kids will hold open registration for any family interested in the Equip program 
during May and then begin screening children in the month of June each year. We will 
not accept applications after July 31st unless otherwise specified.  Our program will start 
with new children who have been accepted in August and run year round. If a spot 
becomes available during a time that is not our enrollment period, we will refer to our 
waitlist. If there is no child on the waitlist, we will hold open registration for a month 
before screening begins.  

 How do you apply?  

Parents interested in enrolling their child/children in the Equip program will fill out the 
Equip application to turn into the Lead Rec Therapist and a $25 non refundable 
application fee will be collected. This application can be requested by emailing 
tbivens@specialkidstn.com. 

After review of the application, if the child/families needs align with the program 
needs, parents will be contacted to schedule a date for the child to be screened.  
Parents will be notified about the decision of acceptance and a $50 non-refundable 
enrollment fee will be collected.
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After screening, the score will be recorded and a decision will be made by leadership 
staff to accept or deny admittance into the program. Children must attain a score of 
50% at 3 years old and 75% at 4 years old in order to achieve a passing score. 

Parents will be notified about the decision of acceptance. 

What does the screener test?  

The screener tests the following: 

Basic concepts  

Listening comprehension 

Labels and Functions 

Categories  

Answering WH questions 

Basic life skills 

Ability to perform “Helper tasks” 

Following directions 

Fine motor skills 

Naming emotions 

What curriculum does this program use? 

We will be using the Creative Curriculum. You can find more information about this curriculum 
at https://teachingstrategies.com/solutions/teach/preschool/  
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