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“Here at Special Kids, 
we strive to focus on the Lord 
and the staff, programs, and 
therapies unique to us alone.”

A  W O R D  F R O M 
O U R  D I R E C T O R

When I read and reflect on Colossians 3:23-24, 
I am reminded that the temptation is present at 
times to look around at others and see what they 
are doing or not doing and measure yourself to 
them. This “comparison” allows our enemy an 
entrance into our spiritual walk and disrupts 
communion with the Holy Spirit. It seems easier 
to blame someone else for not being “spiritual 
enough” when we may be struggling ourselves; 
it is easier to point a finger rather than look into 
the spiritual mirror and ask Jesus for help.  When 
wrestling with comparison, the Bible teaches 
that our focus should remain on the Lord Christ 
Jesus and work to serve Him alone to the best of 
our abilities and talents, unique to us.   

Here at Special Kids, we strive to focus on the 
Lord and the staff, programs, and therapies 
unique to us alone. We are very excited about our 
new professional and appropriate peer modeling 
program “EQUIP”.  Started on September 1 in 
conjunction with our skilled nursing program, 
we are “EQUIP”-ping and preparing 3- and 
4-year old typical children with the skills and 
confidence needed to become like Jesus Christ 
and grow developmentally to be prepared for life 
after Special Kids.

The therapy teams have treated more children 
throughout this year than ever before. The active 
patient caseload is the highest it has ever been, 
780 children. For comparison, we were serving 
342 children when we moved into the therapy 
center in October 2014. We are blown away 

by the work the Lord continues to do here at 
Special Kids.  

With this growth, our number of families 
needing financial support continues to grow 
as well. The Endowment Fund was established 
this year to give stability to the Special Kids 
organization. As we embark on 2018, Special 
Kids’ 20th anniversary year, we have established 
a goal of $2 million pledged from donors. With 
your help, we can reach this goal. 

We hope you enjoy this edition of our magazine 
and find a way to get involved with Special 
Kids, whether it is through attending an event, 
investing in our Double Challenge, giving to 
our Endowment Fund, or volunteering here on 
campus, we’d love to have you join us. 

Blessings,

WHATEVER YOU DO, WORK AT IT WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AS WORKING 
FOR THE LORD, NOT FOR HUMAN MASTERS, SINCE YOU KNOW THAT 
YOU WILL RECEIVE AN INHERITANCE FROM THE LORD AS A REWARD. 

IT IS THE LORD CHRIST YOU ARE SERVING.    - COLOSSIANS 3:23-24 (NIV)

Chris Truelove
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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The Special Kids’ Banquet raised $96,000 for children with special needs on Thursday, September 21, at The Experience 
Community church in Murfreesboro.

350 guests enjoyed the special event in the art-inspired rooms at The Experience Community which commenced with 
a silent auction and was followed by a delicious meal provided by Demos’ Restaurant and Peter D’s for the eleventh 
consecutive year. 

The theme for the banquet event was “An art-filled evening of His workmanship” based on Ephesians 2:10 which says, “For 
we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works…” 

Entertainment during dinner was provided by local Middle Tennessee artist Paige Pitts, who painted live to the telling of the 
story of Special Kids and the stories of children and families who also shared how they have been impacted by the Special 
Kids ministry. Stories were shared from Special Kids co-founder Carrie Goodwin, Special Kids parent Nakesha Anderson, 
Special Kids previous patient and current Miss MTSU Kristen Perry, and long-time Special Kids supporter, Peter Demos. 

“Special Kids was delighted to have Paige and everyone who shared their stories and hearts,” says Ashley Russom, Special 
Kids event specialist, who organized the event. “The faith-inspired art Paige created live focused on Special Kids and the 
work the Lord is continually doing here. It was truly an amazing experience to visually see a representation as the stories 
unfolded.”

At the end of the evening, a fun, live auction was also held which encouraged attendees to compete for unique items which 
helped reach the final total of $96,000 raised. The live auction items included: the inspired painting Paige Pitts created that 
very evening, a t-shirt quilt made up of past Special Kids event tees, and a Special Kids branded corn-hole set.

Sponsors for the banquet included food sponsors Demos’ Restaurant and Peter D’s. Master sponsor was Adams Family 
Foundation II. Journeyman Sponsors were Murfreesboro Medical Clinic & Surgicenter and Wegmann Automotive. 
Apprentice Sponsors included Cooke Realty Partners, Beverly O. Davis LPL Financial, DWP Live, Ole South Properties, 
Redstone Federal Credit Union, Tri-Star Title & Escrow, Volunteer State Bank, and Wax Family Printing.

The Banquet committee included Wanda Curtis, Kristen Demos, Lisa Dugger, Patti Hutchinson, Angie Kleinau, Mary 
Lovelace, Brenda McFarlin, Jenny Reed, Kimberly Robertson, Ginger Spencer, and Beth Ussery.

SPECIAL KIDS BANQUET 2017.  PHOTO CREDITS: ANGEL PARDUE

 
B A N Q U E T

 R E C A P

When Resa’s mom, Sue, thinks back on the past 12-years 
at Special Kids, she would have never imagined all Resa 
would accomplish from where she started to present. “All 
the skills and progress she has made over the years allow 
her to have a better quality of life…Special Kids is one 
of the major reasons.” Now a high-school graduate, Resa 
excels at art.

Resa was diagnosed with autism at 3-years old. When her 
family relocated to Murfreesboro when she was 6-years old, 
Resa began receiving therapies from Special Kids. When 
Resa first started at Special Kids, her speech was severely 
impaired, she was extremely frustrated due to her lack of 
communication skills that she would have tantrums, and 
she had no ability to express her wants or needs. Resa’s 
fine motor skills were also delayed, she had low muscle 
tone, and her self-help skills were delayed. Over the years, 
Resa has received speech therapy, occupational therapy, 
art therapy, horse therapy, and has been a “Camp Ability” 
camper. Sue states, “I saw Resa’s progress little by little. But 
when I would compare her progress to the past, I would 
think, ‘Wow!!! She can do this now. Last year, she couldn’t.’ 
Her progress might not be at the same level as her typical 
age group. But, as a parent with a child with special needs, 
I have learned to cherish her every step.” 

Resa is very organized and goal-oriented, traits that have 
had a positive influence on her accomplishments over the 
years. She is also kind and thoughtful, she can often be 
found painting for someone “just because” or making a 
homemade card to celebrate a friend’s birthday. Presently, 
Resa can make phone calls, text, write emails, and often 
corresponds with her 90-year old pen pal. Her fine-motor 
skills, sensory integration, and muscle tone have been so 
much improved that she no longer needs occupational 

therapy. Resa can draw, paint, write in pretty cursive, and 
play video games. Also, her life skills are extraordinary; 
Resa takes care of her own hygiene, including painting her 
own nails. 

“Resa is now taking art class at high-school level of how 
to use acrylic paint. She had her first art show at her 
high school last semester and one of her pieces of art was 
auctioned to raise money for children with special needs. 
Resa is now enrolled in a work-based learning program, she 
continues taking classes, and is starting job training.” Sue 
lastly shares, “Resa is happy. I believe coming to Special 
Kids consistently to receive therapy helped Resa overcome 
her difficulties and disabilities. I know she will always be an 
individual with autism, and there are many challenges that 
await her in the future, but Special Kids has been helping 
Resa make consistent progress, reach her full potential, 
and prepare her for her future. God sent me a special and 
extraordinary child, but he also sent us the best team to 
help us raise her. For parents with children with special 
needs, now you know there is Special Kids. You are no 
longer alone. Your child will get good therapy here with 
God’s love and hope. For those who support and invest 
in Special Kids we are so grateful. Your kindness will go a 
very long way with these children. One little step will build 
up to a bigger step…many parents with typical children 
might take these for granted but, for us, it is a miracle.”

M E E T  R E S A

RESA, OUR BANQUET PARTNER. READ HER FULL STORY AT SPECIALKIDSTN.COM/RESA

RESA WAS THIS YEAR’S PARTNER FOR OUR 

SPECIAL KIDS BANQUET. IF YOU’RE INTERESTED 

IN LEARNING MORE ABOUT RESA, PLEASE 

VISIT SPECIALKIDSTN.COM/RESA
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Visit www.specialkidstn.com/camp-ability for additional information and 2018 registration dates.

C A M P  A B I L I T Y  R E C A P  
This summer marked the 11th year for Camp Ability of Special Kids with 90 campers and 4 Ability Buddies. The 
campers and counselors of Camp Ability 2017 stayed busy focusing on their theme, “Jesus is my Super Hero,” and 
1 John 4:4, “…Greater is He who is in me than the one who is in the world.” 

Camp Ability provides a safe and affordable place, where children with special needs can continue receiving the 
care they need in the summer months. Camp also keeps these children physically active and socially involved with 
their peers while their parents can maintain working during the summer months months and/or can have respite. 

Campers experienced a wide-variety of activities this summer including: Bible Study, Music, Fire House, MTSU 
Pool, Arts and Crafts, Puppet Show, Gymnastics, Dance Party, Snow Cones, Murfreesboro Miracle Field, Karate, 
Soccer Shots, MTSU Tennis, MTSU Football, Life Skills, Bounce U, Jump Street, 4th of July presentation, Water 
Day, Picnic, Police Officers, K-9 Dog, Strike and Spare Bowling, Riverdale High School Volleyball, Investor 
Luncheon, Arcade Games, Ice Cream Truck, MTSU Men’s Basketball, and End-of-Camp Carnival, and Job Skills 
program, partners included: Greenhouse Ministries, Jim ‘N Nick’s, Publix, and Amelia’s Closet. 

“We are thankful to all the volunteers and organizations that helped make this summer so very memorable along 
with North Boulevard Church of Christ who blessed us with the use of their beautiful facility again,” shares Alexis 
Ramsey, Special Kids Director of Strategic Initiatives and founder of Camp Ability of Special Kids.

Camp Ability of Special Kids is a summer day camp for children and youth with special needs ages 6-25. The seven-
week day camp is held during the months of June and July each year with the focus on Jesus Christ and serving 
each camper. Camp is designed to allow children with special needs to participate in an interactive, social, and fun 
environment. Camp Ability’s caring staff emphasize children’s abilities rather than disabilities and find ways for all 
campers to participate in activities. 

G R E A T E R  I S  H E 

W H O  I S  I N  M E 

T H A N  H E  W H O  I S 

I N  T H E  W O R L D .

Special thanks to the following foundations who helped 
support Camp Ability’s ongoing activities: Autism Speaks, 
The Community Foundation of Middle Tennessee, The 
Healing Trust, Richard Siegel Foundation, United Way of 
Rutherford and Cannon Counties,  and Wal-Mart. 

“ C A M P  I S  A  M I N I S T R Y  T O  T H E S E 

FA M I L I E S  T H AT  H AV E  M A N Y  O T H E R 

C O N C E R N S  T O  W O R R Y  A B O U T ,” 

S AY S  K I M  C R U Z ,  D I R E C T O R  O F  C A M P 

A B I L I T Y  O F  S P E C I A L  K I D S .  “ O U R 

G R A N T  P R O V I D E R S  A R E  V I TA L  I N 

H E L P I N G  U S  T O  P R O V I D E  A  F U N  A N D 

I N T E R A C T I V E  P L A C E  F O R  T H E  K I D S , 

T H AT  I S  A L S O  L O W - C O S T  T O  T H E 

FA M I L I E S .”

“Our daughter is non-verbal, unable to feed or care for 
herself in any way, dependent upon whoever is with her 
100%….and I TRUST this amazing team and staff. 
They went above and beyond to make certain that I 
was at peace each day with her care! The best part of 
the summer as a mom was seeing our daughter form 
attachments and allowing her to live out her ministry 
in life.”

“Patient, determined, smiling parents who just know. 
No words ever have to be spoken. And we smile because 
we have the coolest kids in the world...and an entirely 
different perspective on life. And counselors who deeply 
cherish our kiddos- also smiling because they know 
the very same thing we do… They are the hands and 
feet. Doing the work God calls all of us to do. Eternally 
grateful.”

“You might not fully realize what an impact you are 
having on not only each child…but also their entire 
family. For these campers with special needs, they don’t 
have any other options this summer. Your acceptance, 
tolerance, patience, and love on each child in your care 
is a real blessing they wouldn’t have otherwise.”

“Camp Ability .... A safe place where I can be me 
without judgment or focus on what I cannot do but 
rather experiences filled with exploration, laughter, and 
opportunities to try new things, to succeed on my own 
level, to feel happy, and to do so under the watchful 
eyes of an outstanding, caring and patient staff! No 
moments are wasted at Camp Ability ... Each day  
brings something wonderful to do ... From water fun, 
to tennis, to visitors from the fire  department and the 
MTSU basketball players to bowling, to Bounce U, and 
the list goes on!” 

                                                                         

C A M P E R ’ S  P R A I S E ! 

P A R E N T ’ S  P R A I S E 
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It’s time for our annual Double Challenge! For this year’s Double Challenge, we want to connect 
our investors on a deeper level in order to achieve Special Kids’ mission. We want YOU to create 
your own challenge! Make your commitment to Special Kids and ask your friends, family, and co-
workers to give the same amount. Or, post on our Facebook page and challenge other supporters. 
Don’t know who to ask? Don’t worry, a group of anonymous investors have promised to match the 
first $31,000 given!

The theme for this year’s Double Challenge is “See His Vision. Double the Hope.” and focuses on 
how individuals can step in and double the hope for children’s therapies and the overall work of 
Special Kids. 

New this year, we invite you to join us throughout our Double Challenge as we focus on multiple 
children. You will learn what the therapy and treatment vision is for each child and how your 
investment will make a direct impact on their life, as well as the lives of all the children being 
served at Special Kids.

Special Kids was founded on the pillar that no child would be turned away due to a family’s 
inability to pay for services. In 2016, the Double Challenge raised $143,000 to help these children 
and their families. 

“We have been so humbled to see how God has worked through our investors to continue the 
exponential growth and support by our investors. This year, we would like to double what was 
raised last year, for a total of $286,000 to help ensure that we are able to serve every child that 
needs our services. The first $31,000 will automatically be matched. However, our goal is bigger 
than ever so we want to encourage you to get your family and friends involved. Ask them to match 
your gift, too!  It’s all about coming together to do more for the kids,” states Noel Deal, Special 
Kids Lead Investor Relations Specialist. “The money raised will help provide life-changing therapy 
and nursing services to families who would not otherwise be able to afford them. Please consider 
donating during our Challenge so you can double your gift and help serve double the children.”

T h e

DOUBLE
C H A L L E N G E   

S e e  H i s  V i s i o n .  D o u b l e  t h e  H o p e .

2 X TO JOIN THE DOUBLE CHALLENGE, DONATIONS CAN BE MADE ONLINE AT 
SPECIALKIDSTN.COM OR BY MAIL USING THE ENVELOPE INSERT INCLUDED IN 
THIS MAGAZINE.

NOEL DEAL, LEAD INVESTOR RELATIONS SPECIALIST, SPECIAL KIDS 

Q  &  A

Q. You are the Lead Investor Relations Specialist at 
Special Kids; please tell us about your role.
A. The main purpose of my role is to develop relationships 
with investors who want to be involved with Special Kids. 
I really enjoy getting to know our investors and always 
get excited when I am able to connect them with the part 
of our mission that means the most to them.

Q. When and why was the Double Challenge started?
A. The Double Challenge, previously called the 
“November Campaign,” was started in 2014 as a way 
to bring our investors together to further the mission of 
Special Kids. 

Q. The Challenge raised $143,000 last year! You feel the 
Lord has told you that number can be doubled this year 
to $286,000. Please share with us about this and how the 
money will be raised and then used.
A. Every year, we have been in awe as we have watched 
God work through our investors to exceed the goal for 
the Challenge. After reaching $143,000 last year, our 
original goal for this year was $200,000, but, I felt like 
God was saying, “Why put a limit on what I can do?” 
We are serving more children than ever before, so, since 
it’s the Double Challenge, we want to try to double what 
we met last year! In light of this, we wanted to create 
a fun, new way for investors to be involved with the 
Challenge. This year, we will automatically match the 
first $31,000 through December 1 that comes through. 
This money has already been committed by anonymous 
investors. However, we want investors to also create 
their own challenge. Visit our Facebook, Instagram, or 
Twitter accounts and post what you’re going to give to 
the Double Challenge. Then tag friends, family, anyone 

– and encourage them to match it and let’s see what God 
can do!

The money will be used to help support the general funds 
for Special Kids so that we can continue to serve every 
child that walks through our doors. We bill insurance 
and TennCare, but many of the families we serve do 
not have benefits or are limited in the number of visits 
their insurance will grant them. When this happens, we 
work on a sliding scale based on income and different 
variables in order to lower the cost of the services we 
offer. For example, it may cost an average of $100 for 
us to provide a therapy session – we may serve a family 
that can only afford to pay $20 – and that’s where our 
investors come in. They help to meet that $80 gap so that 
we can continue to serve every family, regardless of their 
income. When investors support the Double Challenge, 
they are helping to fill in that gap so we can continue to 
serve every family that needs services.

Q. What does Special Kids mean to you?
A. Wow…Special Kids means so much to me, where do I 
start? Special Kids means hope. It means grace. It means 
healing. I always go back to the mission: To serve Jesus 
Christ by caring for His children. We are all God’s children, 
which means we are here to serve not only the patients that 
walk through our doors, but their families that are waiting 
in the lobby; we are here to serve our staff, our investors, 
our volunteers, and that makes all the difference. My 
family and I have been directly impacted by the mission 
and I have seen it change countless lives. There is a saying 
around here, you cannot be involved in Special Kids and 
stay the same. It will impact you in one way or another. 
VISIT SPECIALKIDSTN.COM TODAY!

WITH NOEL DEAL
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VISIT: SPECIALKIDSCONCERT.ORG

C O N C E R T
Our Special Kids Concert will be held on Friday, 
December 1, at New Vision Baptist Church in 
Murfreesboro. Presented by Ole South Properties, this 
year’s family-friendly concert will feature renowned 
contemporary Christian band, Big Daddy Weave! The 
concert will be open to children and adults of all ages. 

Big Daddy Weave is one of Christian music’s most played 
artists at Christian Radio each year, one of the genre’s 
biggest headlining touring artists, and the recipient of 
multiple industry awards and nominations, including: 
Dove Awards, K-LOVE Fan Awards, Billboard Music 
Awards, ASCAP and BMI Awards, and the Rich Mullins 
Artist Impact Award. The band has had amazing success. 
Songs you may recognize include: “The Lion and The 
Lamb”, “My Story”, “Redeemed,” “The Only Name 
(Your’s Will Be)”, “Overwhelmed,” and “Love Come to 
Life,” to name a few. 

“One of the reasons we invited Big Daddy Weave to come 
was because they could be enjoyed by the whole family. 
Since Special Kids serves the whole family, we wanted 
everyone to be able to participate in this event. Big 
Daddy Weave has an incredible ministry and their music 
is so impactful. We know this is going to be incredible 
night of worship,” shares Stephanie Folkmann, Special 
Kids Development Director.

To learn more about sponsoring the concert and how 
you can join Ole South, contact Ashley Russom at 
615.893.4892 or arussom@specialkidstn.com.

Concert tickets are $25 for general admission and 
additional ticketing options are available.

TO PURCHASE TICKETS OR LEARN MORE ABOUT 
THE CONCERT, VISIT SPECIALKIDSCONCERT.ORG . 

Registration is now open for the 7th annual Special 
Kids Race presented by Murfreesboro Medical Clinic & 
Surgicenter (MMC)! The race will be held on Saturday, 
March 17, 2018, at MMC in Murfreesboro. 

Runners and walkers will have the opportunity to 
participate in one of three race distances on-site: 15K, 5K, 
or 1-Mile Family Fun Run. A virtual runner opportunity 
is also available for those who can’t participate in person 
but want to still be involved. All registrants can save $5 
when they sign-up by January 15th.

Race participants, teams, and even individuals not 
running or walking can additionally help children with 
special needs by joining “impact Special Kids”, an online 
fundraising community that helps supporters turn their 
creative fundraising ideas into a reality. Impact members 
can participate as individuals or create their own team. 

“We are really looking forward to our 7th year of 
this event,” says Ashley Russom, Special Kids Event 
Specialist. “In addition to our ‘impact’ program, we will 
also continue our program for businesses to become 
involved called the ‘corporate challenge.’ Our hope is 
that the community and businesses will both take hold 
of these fundraising opportunities to come together for 
the kids.”

Race sponsorships are available for local businesses to 
join MMC in supporting the event. To learn more about 
sponsorships, contact Ashley Russom at 615.893.4892 
or arussom@specialkidstn.com.

 
 
TO REGISTER FOR THE RACE OR DISCOVER MORE 
INFORMATION, VISIT SPECIALKIDSRACE.ORG .

VISIT - SPECIALKIDSRACE.ORG  

R A C E

VISIT SPECIALKIDSTN.COM/SERVICES TO LEARN MORE

G R O W I N G 

T O G E T H E R 

.

We are thrilled to be able to provide natural opportunities for social interaction and an environment 
for learning from peers here at Special Kids in the following disciplines: feeding therapy, occupational 
therapy, and speech therapy. We also provide multidisciplinary groups. For example, occupational 
and feeding therapies will be covered during the same group session.

Children often learn from imitating others. Eating is an activity often enjoyed with others; it’s more 
enjoyable to discuss a book with a peer; picking-up a crayon to color, using a pencil to write, or 
blowing bubbles is more fun if a friend is doing it too. Research shows that social situations enhance 
a child’s willingness to try and discover new things. A child’s interest in watching and imitating 
others increases after 18-months of age. Games and social scenarios are often paired with therapy 
materials during a group therapy session to reach target goals in a motivating and applicable manner 
the children will enjoy.  

If a child is not already receiving individual therapy services, a parent may talk to their child’s 
pediatrician about their concerns and ask for a referral so their child may be tested to see if he or she 
qualifies for services and if a group setting would be appropriate.  Special Kids is always available to 
answer any questions for you as well.

TO LEARN MORE ON “GETTING STARTED” WITH SPECIAL KIDS AND 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON OUR GROUP THERAPIES, PLEASE VISIT 

SPECIALKIDSTN.COM/GETTING-STARTED.

G R O U P  T H E R A P Y  
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