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God has blessed Special Kids with 21 years of faithful service in Middle Tennessee.  As 
we continue serving Him and His children, we are joyfully embracing the future that 
the Lord has planned for us. Internally, we are focusing on our culture, our people, and 
our systems. 

Growth within our community is unprecedented, as well as the number of families who 
have children with special needs. We are positioning Special Kids to serve at a greater 
level in the years to come. To be positioned appropriately, we are reminded in Luke 5:38 
that “…new wine must be poured into new wineskins.”  

We are changing and improving many aspects of our ministry and services so God can 
continue working in and through us to care for His children.  As we move forward, 
we are enhancing our culture, investing in our people, and improving our systems 
through work-flow and process management updates.  We are revising our internal 
communication processes while also establishing specific and measurable goals and 
tasks for each staff member. We are also making sure we are adequately staffed so each 
employee can focus on their goals and tasks which leads to improved satisfaction.  Lastly, 
for our systems, we are assessing and improving work-flows so children can begin their 
first service as quickly as possible. 

I am personally grateful for your prayers and support during the past 21 years of the 
Special Kids journey. Let’s continue working together to meet our foundational mission 
and fulfill our vision – one child, one family, one community at a time.

Chris Truelove
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

p. 615.809.2632
e. ctruelove@specialkidstn.com

“I am sure of this, that he who started a good work in you will carry it on to 
completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” 

— Philippians 1:6
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The Special Kids’ Banquet raised over $163,289 for children with special needs on Thursday, September 12, at Middle 
Tennessee Christian School in Murfreesboro.

This year’s banquet sold out! The special event was enjoyed by 448 guests which commenced with a silent auction and 
was followed by a delicious meal provided by Demos’ Brands for the thirteenth consecutive year. 

The theme for the banquet event was “An evening among our stars” based on Psalm 147:4 which says, “He determines 
the number of the stars and calls them each by name.” 

Entertainment during dinner was provided by Sidewalk Prophets. With three major studio albums, five #1 hits, and 
eight top 5 songs under their belt Sidewalk Prophets has solidified their place among the elite artists in Christian music. 

The story of one of our Special Kids children, Ellie, and her family was shared through an impactful video during the 
program. Amy Smith, Ellie’s mother, also shared live how their family has been impacted by the Special Kids ministry. 
Special Kids board of directors chairman Charlie Yates shared how Special Kids had founded an Endowment Fund to 
ensure that Special Kids is able to continue serving every family that walks through their doors. For more information 
on the endowment fund, visit www.specialkidstn.com/endowment.

“Special Kids was thrilled to have Sidewalk Prophets with us and have Ellie and her family share their story as well,” 
says Rachel Braziel, Special Kids event specialist, who organized the event. “It was a wonderful evening and our most 
successful banquet to date! We are so appreciative to everyone who came out to support the children of Special Kids.”

Sponsors for the event include presenting sponsor Chick-fil-A Murfreesboro. Dinner sponsor was Demos’ Brands. 
Headlining sponsors included National Health Foundation, Ole South Properties, and Stanlick Chiropractic. 
Supporting Sponsors were Middle Tennessee Electric Membership Corporation, Murfreesboro Flower Shoppe, 
Murfreesboro Medical Clinic, Redstone Federal Credit Union, Sims Recycling Solutions, Tennessee Pediatrics, and 
Wegmann Automotive. Underwriting Sponsors were Aetna, Creekside at Three Rivers Assisted Living, First Bank, H A 
Beasley & Company, PLLC, HCA Healthcare | Tristar Health, Heritage Cleaners, Middle Tennessee Christian School, 
Navigation Advertising, TNT Battery Company, Trail, Coleman & Stearns, PLLC, Wax Family Printing, and Wilson 
Bank & Trust. Special thanks to Dawn Rae May with Moody Radio who emceed our program, Dr. Jeremy Harrison 
for making and providing all the delicious popcorn, and Sidewalk Prophets.

The Banquet committee included Wanda Curtis, Lisa Dugger, Angie Kleinau, Brenda McFarlin, Kimberly Robertson, 
and Beth Ussery.

Banquet R E C A P 
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WANT TO GET
Involved

Special Kids was founded on the pillar 
that no child would ever be turned 
away because a family could not afford 
services.

Help a child learn to speak, write, 
or walk for the first time. Donate 

today to change a child’s life.

Have a funny idea, a fun idea, a 
crazy idea, or a tried and true idea? 
Your creativity + our online tools = 

making a difference.

Want to use your talents to serve 
the kids? Find your place to pitch 
in a hand and join in the mission.

“Jesus said, ‘Let the little 
children come to Me, and 
do not hinder them, for the 
kingdom of heaven belongs 

to such as these.’” 
— Matthew 19:14
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E L L I E  ‘ S  Story
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Joy exudes from Ellie when you’re in her presence. She is silly, sweet, funny, loving, and happy and has never 
met a stranger. Ellie’s positive demeanor no doubt has gotten her to where she is today as she has beaten the 
odds the medical community initially gave her.

Ellie was born with a host of medical conditions including Olivopontocerebellar Atrophy (Ataxia) which is 
the loss of the ability to perform activities a person is physically willing and able to do, low muscle tone, and 
is gastrotomy tube (G-tube) dependent. Ellie came to Special Kids when she was six years old and initially 
received physical, occupational, speech, and feeding therapies. In 2018, Ellie became a part of the nursing 
program where she is part of a safe, loving environment and receives her medical care while also receiving 
recreational therapy and her other therapies while at Special Kids. Ellie’s mom, Amy, shares, “Without Special 
Kids I couldn’t work today. I went to school and finished my degrees while she was here so I could get the 
job that I have today. I have never questioned her safety and have only been in awe of what she learns while 
here. The staff loves her just as much as I do.”

Now fifteen, Ellie has far surpassed what her doctors initially told her parents she would ever be able to do. 
Amy says, “When we initially came to Special Kids, Ellie couldn’t crawl, walk, or talk. She was weak and 
couldn’t do anything independently. I was told by a doctor that she was ‘too severe, to stop trying’ and ‘she 
will never be more than what she is, to stop looking for answers.’” Not only can Ellie walk and communicate 
today, she has “blossomed into a kind young lady. She loves to hug, dance, and help work at the Nursing 
Center. She also has goals; one being to one day work at Chick-fil-A.”

Ellie’s parents lastly share, “Everything Ellie has learned and built upon came from Special Kids. I want to 
take credit but I didn’t know she did dishes until they told us she was doing them here. She takes out the trash 
here. Over the years we have been involved with several programs with Special Kids and Ellie has grown with 
each. Supporting Special Kids is an investment in these children, an investment into their families that use 
and need these services. We are so grateful for Special Kids.”

“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be 
discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.” Joshua 1:9
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Thanks to our generous supporters, Ellie is reaching her full 
potential since she began to receive care at Special Kids. You 
can read more about Ellie on the previous page. Without your 
help, Ellie would not be able to walk or communicate and she 
would be dependent on others for daily tasks. Every day, you 
make stories like Ellie’s possible.
 
We are currently in the midst of our 2019 Hope Drive. The 
money raised will be used to help support the daily needs at 
Special Kids so that we can continue to serve every child that 
needs services. But the Hope Drive means more than that. It 
brings hope to each child and family that walks through our 
doors.

When you give to the Hope Drive, you help children like 
*Natalie achieve her hope of running on a race track. 

It would mean that *Mary wouldn’t need her G-tube to eat 
anymore.

*Adam will one day be able to teach everyone about dinosaurs. 

And, it will all be possible, because of you. Even though together 
we helped 816 children last year, there are still so many who 
need our services. Your help will allow us to continue to serve 
every child that needs our services, regardless of their family’s 
income. 

Our goal is to raise $150,000 by December 31st. It’s a lofty, but 
much needed, goal and we simply cannot do it without you. 
Please join us in providing hope to the children and families we 
serve by giving today. 

D R I V EHope

PHOTO CREDIT: SHELBY FANNIN PHOTOGRAPHY 

You can give online at specialkidstn.com, by texting 
“2019HopeDrive” to 41444, or mailing a check to 
2208 East Main Street, Murfreesboro, TN, 37130.

Give hope today!
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R E C A PGolf
It was a day all “Fore!” the kids! Presented by SRM Concrete, 
the tournament was held on Thursday, October 24, at Cedar 
Crest Golf Club in Murfreesboro.

The event hosted 16 teams with over 64 players participating 
to assist Special Kids and the children who are served 
there. The golf scramble allowed participants to play in the 
afternoon hours. Golfers enjoyed lunch provided by Jimmy 
John’s and hats and snacks from Zaxby’s.

Winners for the tournament were SRM Concrete for the 
first flight and The Tedder Company for the second flight.

The Special Kids Golf Classic was presented by SRM 
Concrete. Albatross sponsors included SEC, Inc. and 
Zaxby’s of Church Street and Fortress Boulevard locations. 
Eagle sponsors were Adient, Famous Footwear, Jimmy 
John’s, and Tri Star Title & Escrow, LLC. Birdie sponsors 
were Adam Tipton with Farm Bureau Insurance, CRF 
Properties, Jeremy Head Golf Shop & Academy, and A Step 
Ahead Kids. Par sponsors included Chuck and Carol Farrer, 
James Festervand with Shelter Insurance, Smile Doctors, 
and Tenn Star Fire Protection & Safety Company, Inc.
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This summer marked the 13th year for Camp Ability of Special Kids. We had 79 campers, 35 seasonal staff 
members that included counselors and nurses, and we had 59 volunteers who clocked in over 347 hours! The 
campers and counselors of Camp Ability 2019 stayed busy focusing on Revelation 1:8, “‘I am the Alpha and the 
Omega,’ says the Lord God, ‘who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty.’”

Each day was filled with a variety of activities and field trips throughout each week. Camp Ability has been 
graciously housed at North Boulevard Church of Christ for all 13 summers.

For our older campers, Camp Ability offers a Job Skills program. Our community partners for Job Skills included 
Jim `N Nick’s BBQ, Publix, Greenhouse Ministries, and Amelia’s Closet. 

New this summer, a caregiver support group was offered to caregivers of the children. Hosted by Branches 
Counseling Center, topics included anxiety, sadness, self-care, and isolation, among others. One participant shares, 
“I found encouragement and community with the other participants.”  

Camp Ability could not happen without funding from the grants we receive. This summer we received the 
following. We are so grateful!

• Baptist Healing Trust - $40,000 (scholarships)
• Community Foundation - $4,625 (Job Skills)
• Experience Church - $6,500

Camp Ability of Special Kids is a summer day camp for children and youth with special needs ages 6-25. The 
seven-week day camp is held during the months of June and July each year with the focus on Jesus Christ and 
serving each camper. Camp is designed to allow children with special needs to participate in an interactive, social, 
and fun environment. Camp Ability’s caring staff emphasize children’s abilities rather than disabilities and find 
ways for all campers to participate in activities. 

Camp Ability R E C A P 

The mission statement of Camp Ability is to provide hope, fun, and support 
to children with special needs and their families.

• International Paper Company - $4,000
• Richard Siegel - $10,000 (scholarships)
• United Way - $15,000 (scholarships)
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WHAT CAMP MEANS TO OUR

families
“My son loves this camp and talks about it all school 
year until the next summer. This camp gives me a piece 
of mind during the summer that he is being loved and 
properly cared for and we feel blessed to be a part of this 
community.”

“Camp Ability has not only been a life saver for my 
family, but has also been a place where my child is 
uplifted. I started here, coming from another camp, and 
was worried of change. I have never felt safer leaving 
my son with anyone than I do the trained staff at Camp 
Ability. I truly love everything it stands for.”

“Camp Ability has been a blessing to our family since 
the beginning and we always look forward to each new 
year!”

“We are grateful for the memories shared and the 
happiness my non-verbal son shows in this program. The 
workers are absolutely loving and wonderful.”

“The overall feel of Camp Ability is warm and welcoming. 
I feel very comfortable leaving my kids. My children 
loved the relationships they built with the counselors 
and other children. I believe they are receiving a great 
example of how to love well.”

“We love Camp Ability! It allows our daughter to hang-
out with friends and have fun while her Dad and I work. 
She loves the routine and fun activities. We love that she 
is well cared for and supported. I don’t know what we 
would do without Camp Ability.”

Visit www.specialkidstn.com/camp-ability for 
additional information and 2020 registration dates.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Hope Drive 
Nov. & Dec. 2019 

Cornelius Christmas Program  
  December 2019 

Special Kids Race  
March 7, 2020

SPECIALKIDSTN.COM

#FORTHEKIDS

To serve Jesus Christ
by caring for His children. 

One child. One family.
One community at a time. 
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