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Though we are just halfway through the year, 2020 
has felt like several years rolled into one. With the 
unprecedented COVID-19 pandemic we have all been 
forced to slow down, whether we like it or not. “Because 
of the quarantine, many of us have been given extra 
time at home with an opportunity to reflect. I’ve been 
comforted knowing the presence of God was always 
with me.”

God’s presence was with Dick Kleinau and his daughter, 
Carrie Goodwin, when they started Special Kids in 
1998. They had a vision to create a facility where special 
needs and medically-fragile children would not be 
turned away, regardless of their ability to pay for services. 
Instead, these special children would be embraced by 
healing arms and Christian love. 21 years later, Special 
Kids continues to serve God’s children though extensive 
therapies and skilled nursing care.

I became involved with Special Kids through Charity 
Circle of Murfreesboro around 10 years ago. I was 
immediately impressed by the spiritual atmosphere 
that was present in the meetings I attended. Before any 
decisions would be made about the business of Special 
Kids, we would always stop and pray. We spent time in 
prayer for the children and families that we served as 
well as our wonderful team who dedicated their lives to 
the children and our ministry. Prior to this, I had never 
been in a business meeting of this nature. I knew at that 
time that Special Kids was a special place — a place 
where God’s will is sought, and His presence is felt. 
 
During our most recent meeting, the board of directors 
was updated on one of our wonderful children 
currently receiving services at Special Kids. We were 
told that even though this child has medical difficulties, 
this child expressed that they have “no fear, yet joy in 
the possibility”. What an inspiration! May we all live 

like this precious child with no fear and joy feeling the 
presence of God!

If you are not currently connected to this ministry, I 
invite you to partner with us today.  Here are a few ways 
you can get involved:

■  Pray for the children, families, and teams!

■  Volunteer to provide help and hope. Visit  
    www.specialkidstn.com/volunteer

■  Fundraise to make a difference. Visit  
    www.specialkidstn.com/impact

■  Donate to change a child’s life. Visit  
    www.specialkidstn.com/donate

Together, we can make a difference for God’s children 
and their families!

God Bless,

Mary Elam Polk
Mary Elam Polk
2020 Board of Directors Chairman

A letter from our chairperson

  I knew at that time that Special Kids was a    

special place — a place where God’s will is  

sought and His presence is felt.   

Board chairperson - Mary Elam Polk

https://www.charitycirclemboro.org/
https://www.charitycirclemboro.org/
http://www.specialkidstn.com/volunteer
http://www.specialkidstn.com/impact
http://www.specialkidstn.com/donate
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 “Safety will always  be   

 worth  the extra effort.”    

Going into the summer of 2020, the Special Kids 
campus has a different look about it. The buildings 
remain the same, with many of the same faces that 
helped establish and serve its mission for over two 
decades in middle Tennessee. However, there are less 
cars to be found in the parking lot. The staff inside 
now wear protective gear, including face masks and 
gloves, to treat the patients that come to visit. Even the 
playground in the center of the beloved Murfreesboro 
property, once crowded by children, is barren; wrapped 
in caution tape. 

On March 7, thousands gathered for the Special Kids 
Race - by far the non-profit’s biggest annual fundraiser. 
A mere ten days later, the COVID case count across 
the country and in Tennessee grew daily, forcing 
organization leaders to act. On March 16, Special Kids 
staff and families were given instruction to remain 
home as a temporary hiatus from campus began in light 
of concerns surrounding the coronavirus. As has been 
recorded countless times in history (including scripture) 
out of misfortune comes opportunity. Bound largely to 
their homes, Special Kids leaders were going to create 
opportunity as they worked their way back.

Their solution began by connecting through social 
media with interactive classes filmed and broadcast on 
a daily basis. The week began with “Make It Monday” 
and concluded with “Fun Friday”, each 30 min to one-
hour broadcast promised a “virtual recreation” of the 
Special Kids experience. The “professional silliness” 

(as described by online audience member, Karyn 
Armendariz) included something new each day: crafts, 
games, exercises and prayers - the “creative chaos”, 
orchestrated by Lead Recreational Therapist, Tori 
Bivens. 

Joining in on the fun, it was hard to tell who missed 
the other more: the kids and families watching from 
their couches, or the “online entertainers” broadcasting 
spirited sing-alongs, brightly-colored workouts and 
touching testimonies from the other side of town. 
Special Kids parent Kandra Betton said it wasn’t a matter 
of if they’d see each other again during their break from 
campus, but when, “We knew they would find a way to 
be a part of our children’s lives… We value all they do to 
be the hands and feet of Jesus to our daughter.” 

Another Special Kids parent, Amy Smith, said the daily 
routine of watching along restored a “bit of normal” 
to her family’s life. In a way, she felt more connected 
to her child’s care than ever before. “It was great to 
see the staff in their environment. As a mom, I was 
touched to know the staff at Special Kids loves her as 
much as I do!” Echoing that same appreciation from 
behind the camera, Special Kids nurse and “co-star” 
of some segments, Alicia Donaldson said this about 
the “unconventional” way of learning, “I love that the 
videos gave our families a chance to connect with each 
other, and get to know different staff members on a 
more personal level.”

Our response to COVID-19

When the time comes to reflect on 
2020, the hardships and challenges 
brought on by COVID-19 will certainly 
be remembered. However as Special 
Kids looks forward to this next season of 
opportunity, as well as the remainder of 
2020, the focus will be on providing for 
the financial stability of our organization, 
caring for our team members, and 
ensuring the well-being of the families 
and children we serve. 

Going into the month of May, a re-opening date was 
set for services to resume at the Special Kids Therapy 
Center. “It was not easy,” stated by Director of 
Therapy, Cameron Campbell, “the situation changed 
so quickly day to day that it placed enormous 
demands on our staff and patients to be adaptable, 
responsive, patient and proactive.” 

Another critical member of the new strategies and 
protocols that were put together, Human Resources 
Manager Sharon Conyers said, “Most people will 
never know the countless hours, meetings, planning 
and research that took place… the leaders were 
committed to the task and went above and beyond 
what was asked of them.” New safety measures in 
coordination with the CDC and state of Tennessee 
standards were introduced and enforced to accompany 
the therapy center re-opening in early May. New 
safety measures in coordination with the CDC and 
state of Tennessee standards were introduced and 
enforced to accompany the therapy center re-opening 
in early May as well as the nursing building resuming 
a full week-long schedule in July.

As one of many lessons learned as a result of the health 
crisis, Campbell says he now believes that “flexibility” 
is a key ingredient to success. “Safety will always be 
worth the extra effort.” This on-campus adaptation 
has also led to something else entirely new for Special 
Kids families: teletherapy services, an option now 
available that’s benefitting certain patients in ground-
breaking ways. Campbell goes in-depth with his 
reaction  to the re-opening process in the newest 
episode of “His Children”, a Special Kids podcast:  
www.specialkidstn.com/his-children-podcast

REFLECTION

http://www.specialkidstn.com
http://www.specialkidsrace.org
http://www.specialkidsrace.org
http://www.specialkidstn.com/therapyandnursingblog/2020/3/11/important-update-covid19
http://www.specialkidstn.com/therapyandnursingblog/2020/3/11/important-update-covid19
http://www.specialkidstn.com/his-children-podcast
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MEET OUR FEATURE CHILD, ELLIE 
Joy exudes from Ellie when you’re in 
her presence. She is silly, sweet, funny, 
loving, and happy. Ellie’s positive 
demeanor no doubt has gotten her to 
where she is today as she has beaten 
the odds the medical community 
initially gave her. Ellie was born with 
multiple medical conditions including 
Olivopontocerebellar Atrophy (Ataxia) 
which is the loss of the ability to perform 
activities a person is physically willing 
and able to do, low muscle tone, and is 
gastrotomy tube (G-tube) dependent. 
Ellie came to Special Kids when she 
was six years old and initially received 
physical, occupational, speech, and 
feeding therapies. In 2018, Ellie 
became a part of the Nursing program 
where she is part of a safe, loving 
environment and receives her medical 
care while also receiving recreational 
therapy and her other therapies while 
at Special Kids.  

As work continued back at the Special Kids campus to re-open and 
resume services, the golf classic wasn’t just a beautiful day for supporters 
to spend together, but a milestone in helping Special Kids through a 
difficult season. While adjustments around the tournament were 
definitely noticeable (lunches were boxed up, tee times were scattered, 
and nursing patients normally present weren’t allowed to attend). 
Braziel says the overall purpose of the event remained intact: “to raise 
money for the children we serve.”

        “We live in such a generous  community!”                  

Special Kids Golf Classic
With an extra two months to practice their swing, fifty-six teams 
participated in the Special Kids Spring Golf Classic on June 11th 
and 12th to benefit local families. The tournament was originally 
scheduled for April but was postponed and redesigned out of caution 
for COVID-19. Special Kids Event Specialist Rachel Braziel said 
the socially-distanced version of the event was actually one of three 
contingency plans developed in March as ongoing changes were 
necessary due to the COVID-19 shutdown.

Players as well as organizers were relieved to have the event be hosted 
in-person, albeit with more guidelines. “I think everyone is ready to be 
able to get outside,” said Braziel, “We are so thankful to have such a 
great response from our teams and sponsors!” The summer fundraiser 
received an outpouring of local help including a long list of sponsors 
as well as the cooperation of Indian Hills Golf Course to host the 
event. Braziel expressed her gratitude, “We live in such a generous 
community!”

Special Kids Race
Cooler-than-normal temperatures greeted nearly 3,000 participants 
during the early morning hours of March 7 for the 9th annual Special 
Kids Race. Supporters that arrived to walk, run, or simply provide 
encouragement for other participants raised more than $290,000 
(including pre-event fundraising from several teams) that would 
contribute to the mission of Special Kids. Over the course of nearly a 
decade, Special Kids’ biggest annual fundraiser has also become one of 
Rutherford County’s most popular yearly events. 

Featured child Ellie and her mom Amy made an address to thank the 
crowd before the start of the 5K, 10K and 15K races. The event received 
plenty of support from participating sponsors as well as volunteer groups 
and local churches. As concern around the coronavirus surfaced the very 
next week, the Special Kids Race ended up being the last time many 
would gather in such a large crowd for months. Long-time race director 
Charlie Apigian says he was relieved the race was still able to happen as 
planned, unlike many of the events nationwide that were later postponed 
or cancelled due to the pandemic.

As he looks forward to the 2021 event, Apigian says his “biggest concern” 
now lies with the Special Kids campus as plans for re-opening progress. 
His focus on how the race (entering its tenth year) can benefit local 
families remains clear: “It is our job to help Special Kids continue to 
serve… We will do whatever it takes to help raise money and make 2021 
a year of giving and helping… I can guarantee one thing: our efforts will 
not be scaled back. Our volunteer race committee will do everything 
that we can to help Special Kids.”

Events then and now

OUR SPONSORS
The Special Kids Race is presented 
by its founding sponsor Murfreesboro 
Medical Clinic & Surgicenter with 
Diamond sponsors Ole South 
P r o p e r t i e s , B a c k e r - S p r i n g f i e l d , 
K-Love, Air 1 Radio, The Very Idea 
and Platinum sponsors Walker & 
Dunlop. Gold sponsors include Ascend 
Federal Credit Union, Nissan North 
America, TwelveStone Health Partners, 
Wegmann Automotive, Baird, Fleet 
Feet, Jimmy Johns, Dunkin Donuts, 
Zaxbys. Silver sponsors are Once 
Upon a Child, Smoothie King, Tasty 
Table Catering, Rock Solid Security, 
Little Guys Movers, Stewart’s Portable 
Toilets, Hooper Fence, A Step Ahead, 
Morgan Family Foundation. Bronze 
sponsors include T am Clark DJ & 
Music Services, Swanson Companies, 
Murfreesboro Pulse, Murfreesboro 
Voice, Tennessee Orthopaedic Alliance, 
Wax Family Printing, Franklin Synergy 
Bank, Trustpoint Hospital, Heritage 
South Community Credit Union, Bill 
Taylor’s Bushido School of Karate, 
Wild About Smiles, Murfreesboro Post, 
Murfreesboro Pure Milk, Boys & Girls 
Club, VIP Murfreesboro, Parks Realty, 
Redstone Federal Credit Union, Saint 
Thomas Rutherford Hospital, Fully 
Promoted, Jim N’ Nicks.

FROM LEFT TO RIGHT ITS: TIM HOWERTON, TRISH HOWERTON, DEBBIE 
PRICE, BONNIE PRICE

http://www.specialkidsrace.org
http://www.specialkidsrace.org
http://www.specialkidstn.com
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Special Kids employees celebrated a special anniversary as 
Executive Director Chris Truelove marked 20 years of service 
in March 2020. Members of the Truelove family along with 
coworkers past and present gathered at Cody’s Corner to 
commemorate the occasion with a “surprise” luncheon. 
Truelove has served in the same role since 2000 when he was 
hired by the board of directors; just two years after Special 
Kids was founded. 

Truelove grew up in Cleveland, Tennessee before earning 
degrees from both the University of North Alabama in 
Florence, Alabama and Middle Tennessee State University. His 
experience led him to Middle Tennessee Medical Center (now 
Saint Thomas Rutherford Hospital) before he was hired on as 
Special Kids’ first executive director. 

Special Kids Co-Founder and Board Member Carrie Goodwin 
had this to say about Truelove: “There was something about 
Chris 20 years ago that we just couldn’t explain. We’re thankful 
to this day for the passion he puts into every project and how 
he strives to make this mission stronger.” 

Reflecting back on what the past has shown him, Truelove says: 
“It is humbling to get to serve at Special Kids. I am amazed by 
the faith, passion and love of the Board of Directors and my 
fellow team members. They all encourage me to give my best 
and to continue to strive to serve Jesus at a higher level. The 
children we serve make it all worthwhile.”

  “We’re thankful to this day for the passion he puts into every project, 

and how he strives to make this mission stronger.”  

L-R: Mack Barrett, Mary Elam Poik, Hailey Truelove, Chris Truelove, Elizabeth Smith, Carrie Goodwin, Angie Klineu .

WWW. SPECIALKIDSTN.COM

Chris Truelove  
20 Year Celebration

http://www.specialkidstn.com
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The past few months have changed the way we operate as 
an organization. It has stretched and challenged us to think 
of new ways to stay connected with our supporters and 
the families we serve. Special Kids Nurse Alicia Donaldson 
says she’s seen the good in the opportunity, saying, “It’s 
been very heartwarming to see everyone making a way to 
continue to serve Jesus even when we are unable to do 
so in person.” We are hopeful for what this change will 
mean as we look to end the year with anticipation of God’s 
provision for Special Kids. 
 
Maintaining close relationships with donors of the 
organization was challenging during the shutdown 
due to the pandemic but the Special Kids development 
team made a special effort to stay in touch. Community 
Relations Specialist Kelly Sharp says in the midst of the 
chaos she found an avenue to encourage others: “We can’t 
necessarily take them out to lunch, meet them for coffee 
or have a one on one meeting, but we’ve tried to focus 
on thanking them and showing our appreciation… It has 
given us a way that we can care for those around us in the 
midst of so much uncertainty.” 

Lead Investor Relations Specialist Noel Deal mentions 
she’s been “humbled” by the reaction she’s witnessed, “It 
was amazing to see so many people step up to support us 
(without being asked) because they knew we needed it in 
order to get through!” She says this situation has reminded 
her of the joy behind her position: “We’ve tried to reach out 
in as many ways as possible to check in with our supporters 
to see how they’re doing, how we can be praying for them, 
and if there is any way we can help. It’s one of the things I 
like best about my role here – connecting with donors and 
helping each other.”

Supporters can also look forward to the Special Kids 
Banquet on Thursday, September 3rd starting at 6 PM. 
Like many similar events nationwide, the gathering will 
be held virtually. Sponsors are welcome as online “guests” 
for the program are asked to purchase a virtual “seat” or 
“table” for the catered program and online auction. Those 
that purchase a ticket will be able to enjoy the event from 
their smartphone, computer or television in the comfort 

of their own home. The theme for this year’s event will 
be “Brave”, as organizers and guests celebrate and share 
stories of how God has provided through a challenging 
year for many. 

Those interested in attending or sponsoring the event are 
asked to contact Special Kids Event Specialist, Rachel 
Braziel, by email: rbraziel@specialkidstn.com. 

Focusing Forward 
Due to the impact of the closure and the uncertainty of 
coming months, Special Kids implemented the practice of 
business-critical spending the day we closed our campus and 
will continue to follow that practice at least through the end 
of 2020.  However, even with the measures we have taken 
to limit the impact of COVID on the organization, we are 
forecasting an estimated $220,000 deficit for 2020.
 
During times of great change, there are opportunities for 
great impact and great love. There are hundreds of children 
right now who need the care that Special Kids provides. 
Though we are experiencing a severe financial strain due to 
the COVID-19 closure, we know that the Lord will help us 
to overcome and continue to serve every child and family who 
needs the life changing services we offer.
 
We are thankful to be part of this incredible community and 
know that if we join together, we will be able to weather the 
coming weeks and months, coming out on the other side 
stronger because of it. Please be in prayer about how you 
might be able to help impact the deficit we are experiencing, 
and if you are in need of help, please reach out to us and let 
us know. Our mission is to serve Jesus Christ by caring for 
His children. We are ALL his children, so we are here to serve 
you, too.

Since 1998, the generosity of others has been the reason 
Special Kids continues to grow, expand, and have the means 
to serve more families. Our mission, founded more than two 
decades ago, has only been made possible by the help of the 
community around it. Year after year we’re overwhelmed 
by not only the miracles happening on our campus, but 
by those who believe in those miracles and support them. 
As many organizations have learned this year, that same 
compassion takes on new meaning with the challenges we 
now face.

 “And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that    

 in all things at all times, having all that you need,   

 you will abound in every good work.” 

- 2 Corinthians 9:8

How You Can Help

http://www.specialkidstn.com/2020banquet
http://www.specialkidstn.com/2020banquet
http://www.specialkidstn.com/#get-involved


GET INVOLVED
Special Kids was founded on the 
pillar that no child would ever be 
turned away because a family could 

not afford services.

Help a child learn to speak, write, 
or walk for the first time. Donate 

today to change a child’s life.

Have a funny idea, a fun idea, a 
crazy idea, or a tried and true idea? 
Your creativity + our online tools = 

making a difference.

Want to use your talents to serve 
the kids? Find your place to pitch 
in a hand and join in the mission.

“Jesus said, ‘Let the little 
children come to Me, and 
do not hinder them, for the 
kingdom of heaven belongs 

to such as these.’” 
— Matthew 19:14

Attention all Special Kids partners, including those looking to contact our campus: a new mailing address is now being 
used for all donations, letters, and other deliveries being made to our staff: 2312 E Main Street, Murfreesboro, TN 
37130. Please use this address for any future mailings or correspondence used to reach out to us and update the address 

listed in your records wherever necessary. Thank you!

http://www.specialkidstn.com/donate
http://www.specialkidstn.com/impact
http://www.specialkidstn.com/volunteer

